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Call for Artists 
Sculpture Project: Celebrating Madison’s Heritage and Future 
 
The Madison Bicentennial Legacy Committee is seeking proposals for an outdoor sculpture to 
mark the Jefferson County Public Library’s 2018 Bicentennial by locating a permanent, original 
installation on the Library lawn on Main Street in Madison, Indiana. The work of art should 
celebrate Madison’s historic 200 years as a thriving river community and inspire future 
generations. The Committee envisions that the public sculpture will become iconic to Madison: 
the singular, significant, sustainable landmark that will become the must-see attraction for both 
the City’s residents and visitors.  
 

      
 
2018 Timeline 
 
Submissions due:    April 20 
Selection:     May 20 
Contract signed:    May 30 
Fabrication:     June thru August 
Preferred Installation:   September, 2018 
 
Website: mjcpl.org/sculpture   
 
Madison Bicentennial Legacy Committee 
Jefferson County Public Library 
420 West Main Street 
Madison, Indiana 47243 
 
 

                 
 



Second Page 
 
Project Summary  
 
The Madison Bicentennial Sculpture Committee seeks an artist or artist team to fabricate a single 
sculpture which will function to celebrate Madison’s heritage and identity of 200 years as a river 
community, cultural attraction, and historic touchstone in Southern Indiana. The sculpture will 
become the first permanent identifying artwork on the City of Madison’s Main Street. 
 
The sculpture should appeal to all ages, inspire conversations, and create support for additional 
works in the downtown Cultural Arts District.        
 
Location 
 
The sculpture will be installed outside, on the Library’s southwest lawn at 420 West Main Street.  
 
The site is prime, front-door access to the City’s busy downtown thoroughfare, part of the Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, and where IN SR 56 becomes Main Street, leading to the 
Madison-Milton (KY) bridge, and IN SR 421. It is four blocks from, and in view of, the Ohio 
River. A black iron fence encloses the 31’ x 18’ area. The building framing it is a modern three 
story addition designed to emulate the Greek Revival style characterized by many of City’s 
historic buildings and homes.  
 
About the City of Madison 

Madison, Indiana, settled in 1809, presents an outstanding collection of early American 
architecture, representing the cultural history of the river, founding of the state of Indiana, and 
the nation's expansion westward. A preservation movement in the 1960s awakened interest in its 
heritage. Today, picturesque downtown Madison has Indiana's largest National Historic 
Landmark district, with more than 2,000 19th and early 20th-century resources. Two sites, the 
James F.D. Lanier State Historic Site and the Shrewsbury-Windle House, are individual National 
Historic Landmarks as well. Clifty Falls State Park, with more than 1,300 acres, is one mile west 
of Madison. The Falls were created during the Ice Age when the southward flowing waters of 
Clifty Creek met the newly-formed Ohio River in a waterfall that probably fell more than 200 
feet. Today, after cutting its way into bedrock about two miles north of its original position, the 
Falls measure 60 feet.  

Madison is visually characterized by its mix of architectural styles built from 1817 to 1939. 
These include Federal, Italianate, Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, and Art Deco styles, as well as 
shotgun homes, and a charming Main Street commercial district of two- and three-story 
buildings. Madison is proud to be home to:  

• One of the first public libraries in Indiana;  
• The first railroad in Indiana;  
• The first Indiana state bank;  
• The oldest continuously operating volunteer fire company;  



• The largest contiguous, urban National Historic Landmark District in the United States; 
including two individual National Historic Landmark sites;  

• The 65 year hydroplane racing tradition of the Madison Regatta; which hosts the Indiana 
Governor’s Cup race on the H1 Unlimited Racing Circuit; and inspired the 1999 film; 
Madison; 

• Frank Sinatra and Shirley Maclaine’s 1958 film; Some Came Running;  
• Historic steamboat river trade on the Ohio River;  
• A pre-Civil War abolitionist hotbed for the Underground Railroad;  
• The 1950 Indiana State Basketball championship team;  
• A Cultural Arts District and annual Chautauqua Festival of the Arts;  
• Many popular music festivals; and 
• nearby Eleutherian College; a National Historic Landmark; and the first institution in 

Indiana to admit students without regard to race or gender. 
 
Eligibility 
 
Professional artists or artist teams with public art experience working in materials that would be 
suitable for outdoor sculptures are invited to submit proposals. Artists must be willing and 
capable of working within the project timeline, with City representatives, and multiple 
government groups. 
 
Installation 

Artwork should be preferably installed during September 2018. Costs related to transport and 
installation of the work will be the responsibility of the Artist unless otherwise stipulated. 
Limited assistance from the City of Madison’s maintenance department is available on a case-
by-case basis at the City’s discretion. The Library will provide basic maintenance of artwork and 
site. 

Project Requirements & Information 
 
An appropriate foundation will be installed for the selected work and it will be the Artist’s 
responsibility to coordinate the foundation with the City and the Library. 
 
The piece will be structurally secured to the foundation with anchor bolts or similar devices.    
 
The piece will be lighted. The Artist will work with the City and Library’s representative to 
determine the type and placement of lighting.     
 
Sculpture must fit within the City’s height requirements of no taller than 45’.  
 
Entries must be original concepts specific to the location at the Madison Public Library. 
 
Sculpture must be fabricated out of durable materials appropriate for outdoor display and use.  
The life of the sculptural design should span at least 200 years. 
 



Artist will be responsible for the timely installation of the piece. 
 
The Artist awarded the commission will receive an artisan agreement outlining further 
information, including details regarding delivery and installation, as well as permanent 
placement of the work.   
 
Artist Honorarium 
 
The selected artist will be awarded a $75,000 honorarium to create the piece. Artist is 
responsible all associated expenses related to design, travel, fabrication, artwork materials and 
supplies/surface finish, transportation, and installation of the piece. Artists should factor these 
costs into their $75,000 budget. Specific budget should be included in each proposal. 
 
The City will provide the foundation and lighting. The Artist will work with the  City and 
Library’s representative to install the work. Total installation cost is not to exceed $15,000.   
 
The artist will provide a maintenance plan to the Library. Cost of maintenance will be a factor in 
the decision.     
 
Selection process 
 
The Public Arts Committee of the Madison Area Arts Alliance, working with the Madison 
Bicentennial Legacy Committee, will review all of the proposals and make a recommendation.   
Finalists may be invited to an interview. The Jefferson County Public Library Board of Trustees 
will approve the final decision.   
 
Submissions will be evaluated on the following: 

• Originality and creativity  
• Appropriateness in concept design to Madison’s Main Street  
• Artistic merit 
• Quality of materials and execution 
• Community appeal 
• Durability of work 
• Ease of installation 
• Simplicity of maintenance requirements 
• Budget 
• Impact as evidenced by past work and supporting materials 
• Other considerations as necessary 

 
Proposal Requirements 
 
Proposals must include the following items: 
 

1. Resume. Two page maximum. 
2. Artist statement. One page maximum. 



3. Proposal. One page that is brief, clear and specific, outlining the Artist’s plan including 
concept, materials list, lifespan of the artwork, and maintenance needs. 

4. Budget. One page maximum. 
5. Five to ten images of past works. Include title, materials, size, year completed, site and 

description of each work, with corresponding file name to indicate image. 
6. Rendering of proposed sculpture. 

 
Submission 
 
Proposals should be sent to:  
 
Madison Bicentennial Legacy Committee 
Jefferson County Public Library 
420 West Main Street 
Madison, Indiana 47250 
 
Notification 
 
Notification by email of application status by May 25, 2018. 
 
For further information about the proposal process, email sculpture@mjcpl.org 
 
Opportunity Opens 
 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
 
Opportunity Closes 
 
Friday, April 20, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sculpture@mjcpl.org

